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"There is this doubt: When a man dies, some say that he lives on, yet other say that he doesn't; I wish to know for certain what the truth is?" the small boy Nachiketa asks in Kathopanishad. There are very few doubting Nachiketas in the world today but the idea of reincarnation is as old as human thought. So are unresolved questions regarding this. 
"Everyone outside the range of orthodox Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Science - the last being a secular region for many person - believes in reincarnation." Writes Dr. Ian Stevenson, an authority on the subject. Even if a belief is universal, it does not necessarily mean that it is true also. The trueness or facility of an idea can only be determined by empirical evidence, for or against it, gathered through scientific methods.  
That is what Dr. Kirti Swaroop Rawat, eminent parapsychologists and Director of the International Center for Survival and Reincarnation Researches, Faridabad, has been doing for the past 44 years. Dr. Rawat has now documented 514 cases of reincarnation-type after through investigation and follow-up interviews. He has now put up this information on the Internet at http://members.theglobe.com/reincar/html.

Of all the cases reincarnation that have come to light from time to time, only a few are authentic. The case of Shanti Devil is one of the most outstanding. Born on December 11, 1926, Shanti Devi started speaking about her husband and children when she was just four years of age. She said her husband was in Mathura, 145 km from Delhi, where he was owned a shop in front of the Dwarkadheesh Temple- and that they had a son. She also said she was a Chaubean and her name was Lugdi Bai.

One day a distance relative Babu Bishan Chand Jain told Shanti that if she told her husband's name, he would take her to Mathura. Allured by the offer, she whispered into his ear the name, Pandit Kedar Nath Chaubey. He wrote a letter to Pt. Chaubey detailing all the statements and when he came to Delhi with lugdi's on and his parent's wife. Shanty identified him immediately. Shanti's story spread all over the country through the media and when Mahatma Gandhi heard about it, he called Shanti and talked to her and then requested her to say in his ashram. On Gandhiji's advice, a committee of 15 prominent persons was constituted to verify the claims made by the girl. The committee persuaded her parents to allow her to accompany them to Mathura. They left by train with Shanti on November 24, 1935.

While at Mathura, Shanti was asked to guide the tonga from the station to her house. On her way, she described the changes that had taken place since her time (as Lugdi) which were all correct. She could reach to her house unguided. There, and later in the day, she recognized both the father and the mother-in-law of Lugdi and also her parents, sister and brothers.

Shanty was taken to the Dwarkadheesh Temple and to other places she had talked of earlier. Almost all her statements were found correct, "I met Shanti first in February 1986 . I interviewed her in detail about her past life memories and her recollections of Mathura visit in 1935. Then I went to Mathura and asked the various relatives of Lugdi Bai to describe the entire scene of Shanti's first visit to them in 1935. Lugdi's brother told me that Shanty, after seeing some women there, remembered her old friends and inquired about them," Dr. Rawat says.

Another case is that of Raghunath. In the early hours of January 1943, the body of a 40 year old man, Ahmed Cheeta, was found badly mutilated along the road, near Seandra, a village in Pali district of Rajasthan. Ahmed was a drunkard, and it was assumed that he had died in a brawl with a truck driver the night before. Just after eight or ten days, one Mithu Singh Kathak of Seandra had a dream in which Ahmed appeared and announced that he would be coming to him. About nine months later. Mithu Singh's wife gave birth to day who has named Raghunath.

One day, when the boy was to and a half years old, he became angry at his mother and cried: "I am going to my house" and ran towards a nearby river. When this happened several times, the mother got serious and asked; "When is your house?" "There, that side," said the child pointing at the river. "Which Village?" he was asked. "Kesarpura," the boy replied, referring to a village on the other side of the river. When taken to Kesarpura, he recognized the house and places related to Ahmed's life.

One evening, Mithu Singh was serving wine to guest as his house. Everyone but the boy was handed a glass of wine. Raghunath resented not being served. "It is not for you. You are just a child," someone said, adding "It is very bitter also." "No, I shall take it. I have been taking it," the boy insisted. "O.K. give him a sip." his father said. Taking the tumbler the child raised his hand high and shouted "Jai Mata Ji" and emptied the contents without stopping, just as the way Ahmed used to take wine.

The case of Radha too is quite fascinating. Sohani, a girl of 15 from Jhadali village had come to her maternal aunt's Saradhana village on a casual visit some time in December 1971.One day when she was cutting some tree branches and leaves for some cattle, she fell down and was fatally hurt on the head, about two inches from the forehead, by a pointed stone. She died within five minutes. Just a few days latter, the maternal aunt Phundi dreamt Sohani telling her that she was coming to Juri, a relative of Phundi who lived in the same village.

About nine months later-in August 1972 -a girl was born to Juri. The girl was named Radha. When Radha started talking, she declared that she was Sohani of Jhadali village. Once asking for more vegetables and not getting it. She threatened her mother Juri, "Give me more or I will go to my village Jhadali." Subsequently, she made several verifiable statements relating to Sohani's wife including the manner of her death.

"I met Radha and her relatives in Saradhana and Sohani's relatives in Jhadali first in 1981 and then later in 1986. In Jhadali, Sohani's mother Hanja gave the details of Radha's recalling of her past life as Sohani and also addressing her as "Ya" (mother) when she saw her for the first time. She also told us that Radha's face resembles much with that Sohani, "Dr. Rawat recalled.

"Cases such as these represent only the type of the ice-berg," The scientific investigator of the reincarnation phenomenon says adding that "there were, however, remarkable uniformities in the cases." The age of recall, age of forgetting, mode of death, emotional expressions and longing for the relatives of former life are some the examples which similar information has been found in different countries.

In same cases, an abundance of correct recall of events and recognition of persons and places related to the past-personality (pp) have been found. The knowledge about intimate or secret events have also been discerned. Untaught skills and unlearned words and Languages are also an indication. "In 1996, I studied a boy of about for years, who could read fluently from books in Hindi and English and from scriptures in Sanskrit," says Dr. Rawat, adding: "We have records of 38 cases of child prodigies; but out of these only six had some memories of a past life and these too not quite specific."

Numerous are the cases in which birthmarks/defect have been found on the body of the subjects corresponding to the wounds on the body of the past personality (pp). "I have 51 cases of birthmarks and 5 of birth defects in my collection. "Dr. Rawat informs.

So, how strong is the scientific evidence with regard to the hypothesis of reincarnation? Do we have enough legitimate basis for accepting the doctrine ? Every case individually has many strength and some weakness as well but taken together, the combined the strength of a large group of cases from diverse sources is like fagots of sticks. Individually taken, each stick may have weakness but when may sticks are bound together, their strength increases manifold. "On the basis of all the huge and impressive evidence collected my conclusion is that the reincarnation hypothesis may now be taken scientifically 'acceptable' if not proved to the satisfaction of all, "Dr. Rawat concludes. *
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